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8 August 1862

Mitchell’s Band have enlisted in the 69th Regiment.  We congratulate the boys upon having a splendid band.  Music is what every soldier should have.  The expense we understand will be defrayed by the Regiment, the United States only allowing the drum and fife.

Our friend Whitney, the gentlemanly conductor of the Indiana Central Rail Road deserves great praise, for his noble efforts in inducing men to enlist.  He has brought up his train, several for the 69th, having induced them to enlist.  The other conductors and employees of this road are as patriotic and liberal as their employers.

Our young friends Lieut. Harris and George W. Ross, late of the 36th Indiana Regiment, have opened a recruiting office for the 69th, over Potts’ Drug Store, S. E. corner of Main and Marion Streets.  Both of these gentlemen have seen active service in Virginia and Kentucky.  They have already recruited a number of sturdy young men, and can recieve [sic] more of the same sort.  By applying at once, young man can enlist in a “crack” company, and serve under efficient officers.  Applications can also be made at the [Richmond] Palladium Office.

(There at least two other items related to the 69th but they are of “peripheral” interest.)

22 August 1862

Departure of the Sixty Ninth.


Early on Monday Morning [18 August], order were received by Col. [William A.] Bickle from the Adjutant General of the State, for the 69th regiment to report at Indianapolis for immediate duty.  Long before 10 o’clock [that morning] the boys were in readiness to leave; most of them having at an earlier hour taken leave of their families and friends.  The difficulty of obtaining transportation, delayed their departure until a late hour in the evening.


At half past five o’clock P. M. the regiment headed by Mitchell’s Band left Camp Wayne for the depot, passing on their way through several of the principal streets in order to pay a final salute to the friends they left behind them.  With the precision of old troops, did these brave boys march along, and the eye could detect in the various ranks among the new levies, occasionally one who had been baptized in the “fire and blood” of the three months service as well as the service of a later date.  There were those present in those solid ranks, who could tell of the carnage and the retreat at Bull’s Run—There were those who had been at the bloody sacrifice at Ball’s Bluff and there were those who had participated at Shiloh and Donelson—going out again to battle for the right, with the same brave hearts and the same stern resolution which had stamped them as American soldiers.  Jimmy, the pet drummer boy of Cochrans brave N. Y. 69th came marching along, the pet of the regiment, but only a few weeks from that noble charitable institution—the childrens Aid Society, and now the gallant drummer boy of the new 69th.  Clouds of dust marked the route of the regiment almost whitening their neat blue uniforms.  As they neared the depot crowds of ladies and children filled the square, forming almost a solid phalanx.  Men too, were there, but most of them brave patriotic men—Men who were to wear the uniform of the soldier, and who were already enlisted in the service of the country.


It was long after six o’clock before the various companies of the 69th, filed off to rest themselves in the commons, and to exchange greetings with their friends.  Col. Bickle made them a brief speech which was loudly cheered, after whith [sic: which] the long line of cars were reported ready, and the boys soon filled them.  About 9 o’clock P. M. the first train comprising the right wing of the regiment departed amid the cheers of the assembled thousands, followed at midnight by the remainder of the boys who departed with cheers and high hopes for the future.  Slowly and sadly did the crowd return to their homes, and many a silent prayer was offered for the safety of our 69th—many a couch baptized in tears—many a heartfelt wish for the parents, sons and brothers who had gone out from among us to do battle for the right.

(Another item lists the regimental staff and company officers of the 69th IVI.  Let me know if you want this.)

Military Items.

***

The government supply of blankets, being exhausted for the present, Volunteers should supply themselves before leaving home.

***

The 69th regiment received their muskets and knapsacks [at Indianapolis] on Tuesday afternoon [19 August 1862].  They are furnished with the new improved Spring field Rifled musket, and in every respect were the best appointed regiment at Indianapolis.  They left on Thursday [21 August] by the Indianapolis and Cincinnati Rail Road to report to Gen. Boyle at Louisville.  It is supposed they will be sent out on the line of the Louisville and Nashville Rail Road.

At an election held on Wednesday [20 August] the following officers were chosen for the 69th regiment.  W. A. Bickle Colonel; Job. Stout, of Connersville, Lieut Colonel; Thos J. Waterhouse, Muncie, Major, A. J. Hobbs Chaplain, David S. Evans, of Boston, Surgeon; Dr. David Ferguson, of Winchester, 1st assistant Surgeon; Wm. B. Witt, of Dublin, 2d ass’t Surgeon; Geo. W. Ross, of Richmond Serjeant Major.  The Sutler, Quartermaster, [Quartermaster?] Serjeant, Drum and fife Major, had not been appointed when we left Indianapolis.

The 84th Regiment at this place [Richmond, Indiana] is now full and Col. Bickle will probably remain here until it leaves for Indianapolis.  The 69th will be for the present under command of Lieut. Col. Stout.

Col. Bickle was the recipient of a magnificent dress sword on Tuesday evening [19 August].  It was presented to him by the boys of Capt [Joseph L.] Marsh’s company [B].  Capt. Marsh was also presented with an elegant sword from his company.  Col. Bickle’s sword cost $75 and was of superior workmanship.  Several speeches were made and the affair passed off very pleasantly.

29 August 1862

THE 69TH REGIMENT.—This fine Regiment was at Lexington [Kentucky] on Monday [25 August] under command of Lieut. Col. Job. Stout and were hourly expecting a fight.  They were under the immediate command of Gen. Lew Wallace and were busy perfecting themselves in drill and discipline.  We are sure they will make their mark.

--Geo. W. Ross, formerly of this [Richmond Palladium] office, but now with the 69th, writes from Lexington, Ky., stating that the regiment is under marching orders for Cumberland Gap, and were hourly expecting to meet the enemy.  The boys are well, in good spirits, and anxious to have a brush with the Secesh.

--Col. W. A. Bickle made a speech on Tuesday evening [26 August], on the corner of Main and Marions Streets, relative to the enlistments.  He urged upon young men of this vicinity not to wait to be drafted, but to rally at once and fill up the 84th, which need about 100 men to fill up the organization.  We hope that the 84th will at once fill up and emulate our glorious 69th.

--Dr. Worrall gave a medical lecture to the boys of the 84th Regiment at Camp Wayne on Tuesday evening [26 August].  It was well attended and attentively listened to.  There was much valuable information of a simple kind imparted to the soldier, which no doubt will be remembered and be productive of much good.


THE DEPOT TELEGRAPH.—The news over this line is eagerly sought after by the excitable public.  Several times this week, the 69th have been attacked by guerrillas, trains fired into; etc. etc.  The “reliable man” with Secesh proclivities, assisted by several deputies of the same stripe, form a very able corps for transmitting the horrible.  Great Institution this Depot Platform Telegraph!  Our friend Robinson of the regular Telegraphic service, must as well shut up his institution and give way to this new and reliable line.


LETTERS FOR THE 69TH.—All letters for this regiment should be addressed for the present to Lexington, Ky.  The name of the person, company, Captain and Regiment should be distinctly named.

