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Denth of General Pervifer F. Smith.

The unexpected announcement of the death of
Brevet Major-General Pensirar F. Ssrru will ocea-
sion a very general expression of regret. General
Smrri had but just been appointed to the command of
the army of Utah, and was preparing to maroh frony
Fort Leuvenworth, when suddenly cut off by the
complaint which has for some time rendered him am
invalid, but which, it was hoped, had been so far con-
gmered as to admit of his return to active service. A
tolegraphic dispatch announces that his death oc-
curred ul head-quarters ut Fort Leavenworth om
Sunday night, !
_ PER8IPRR FRA22m Smirn wys horn 1n Philadelphia i
November, 1798, He wasa son of Jonarmax Suira,
formerly coshier of the Bank of Pennsylvanta, and
afterwards cathier of the Bup of the United States.
The maternal grancfather of General Suita was
Prroirer FR'AZBB, who was a Lieutenant-Colonel im
the Revolutionary Army. General Surra wes pred
to the law. After graduating with hopor @ Pilnce-
ton he entered the law office of My, Cuazrzs
Cuaurcey, iIn Philadelphia, ang upon  hig
admission removed to New Orleuns, Where he
centinued to practice his profession until the break.
ing out of the Florida War, in 1836, when he volyn.
teered his services, and held command of the Louisi.
ana Volunteers. The military talent, which he pos-
sessed in an unusual degree, there became developed,
and bis bravery and ability ubtalned for him the fay.
orable regard of his superiors in command. Genera)
(then Colonel) ZacuAry TavLoe, in particular, formed
a high estiniate of bis abilitles, and took occasion te
recommend him to the atiention of the War Depart-
ment, as a capable and deserving - ficer. Gen. Tarrex
rarely made wistakes, aud did not faii {nto & blunder
in this case. From the date of their first acquainta.nce'
until the death of General Tariog, the two officers
were warm personal frieads. At the soliciiation of
Gereral TavrLox the command of the new regiment of
Mourted Rifieen, which was raised at the com.
mencement of the Mexican War, was conferred upon
Geners! ¥m1ri.  His entrance into the Reguiar Army,
and « ommission as Colonel of this Regiment, date
from Mey 27, 1646.

Atthe opening of the war in Mexico, Col. Surrn
was attached to Gen, TayLox's division, und wag dig.
tirguisbed for bravery ‘and coolness in the field,
The fierce battle of Monterey brought out the faly
energjes of the man, and developed the abiiities of
the officer ; and tor his service on that day he wus
breveted Brigadier General. He remained with
Gen. Tavior until the expedition to Vera Cryz was
determined tpon, when he was oue of the officers
detajled for service under Gen. Scorr. This was the
period when Taxvor, reducec to great strais by the
order withdrawing some of his best troops, fell inte
tha: fit of rage, which has not passed from tne mem-
ory ot readers of the history of that memorable cam-
paign, Among those with whom TAYLoR was loth to
purt, was Gen. Smrru,

After joining the army under Scorr, 1llness prevent-
ed Gen. Smith from taking an aclive part in the con-
iicts that marked the passage of the army from Vera
Ciuz to Contreras, The battle whichoccurred a: the
latter point, however, was one where he sssumed a
pusition so preminent that the engsgement has be-
come indissclubly cennected with his name. In his
official report of this battle, Gen. Scort spoke of Gen-
Surry in these complimentary terms: * He closely
directed the whole attack in front with his habitual
coolness and ability.” This was the first of the great
batdes fought in the Valley of Mexico, and the sue-
cess of the Americans was justly atiributed to a move-
ment planned by Gen. Swmira, for turning the enemy’s
left and gatning their rear ; @ manceuvreswhich proved
entirely successful and gained the day for the Ameri-
cans. On the day of the cupture of Centreras, the
battie of Churubusco was fought, and Gen, Surre was
also conspicueus in that confiict. Subsequently he
wius appointed, with other officers, to negotiate the
Armistice. At the resuruption of hostilities he partici-
pated in the affair of Chupultepec, and was in active
service at the capture of the City of Mexico. His
conduct &t the battle of Coutreras procured his pro-
motion to the rauk of Major General by brevet, dating
from the 20th of August, 1847,

At the conclusion of the War Gen. Suith was or-
dcred to California, where he held comimaud of the
Military Department ; and he afterwards held a sim-
ilar command in Texas. For several years past, he
had been in command of the Department of the West,
with Head-quarters at 8¢, Louis. This Departnent
includes the country West of the Mississippi, and
East of the Rocky Mountains, exclusive of the Dis-
trict included in the Departmentsof Texas and New-
Mexico,

On the 15th of April last, Gen. Syitn was assigned
to the command of the Department of Utah, and of
the troops destined for it, according to his brevet
rank. Brevet Brigaaier-Geuncral W, S. Hagxey
was at the sume time appointed second in command,
and now succeeds Gen, SMita in the command of the
Utabh army.

Since his service in Texas, General Sxira had
suffered greatly frem a chronic diarrheea, which
enfeebled his frame and incapacitated him for
severe labor. It was with some hesitation he
ventured to assume the arduous duties of the
command in Utah, and his departure was de-
laved on this account for several weeks., Pos-
sessed, however, of an indomitable energy, and cher-
ishing a hepe that his disease had assumed more
favorable symptoms, he undertook the commission,
His cadaverous countepance and wasted form occa-
sioned alarm among the frietids who saw him recent-
ly at Carlisle, whitner he was summoned as a mem-
ber ot the Court Martial on Col. Suxser. His nata-
1al vivacity, however, did not fursake him. He wasg
an agreeable gentleman as well as a galtant officer,
and gathered about him treops of attached and faith-
ful friends. Ie leaves a widow and one som, Dr.
Howarp SyiTH, ot New-Orleans, the offspring of his
first marriage,
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