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YROM THE AFRICAN SQUADRON.

e
The U. 8. Navy Coast-Gunrders in Al‘l'icﬂr";
Cruising Down the Const—¢ aalt Horse
and ¢ Hard Tack >—Turkeys Ilﬂd. 'I‘ﬂ_mll-
toes—Ietters fraim Jlome—Itospitatity—
—Indin Ink Arvtists on Slxiltl)oxll‘clj-Tlllfﬂo
Sutistica—What is Baton on 1t xmm-of-‘
War; & c.y &c. i ]
Correspondence of the New-York Times—
Ford, Boston.)
U. S. Navan Dzror, PORTO l"_[!A\'A,f
Weenesday, Jan. 206, 18349,

The African Coast-Guard Squadron, sustained
at an annual cost of nearly one mitlion of dollars,
forced cut of the puckets of the American people by
the Ashburion Ticaly of 1812, have their rendezvous
at this Island of St. Jago, one of the group of the Cape
de Verds. Tlice of the cruisers are now hcre—the
Nagship, the ever-moving Nale, and the Marion. The
Vincennes is expecied next mounth.  Whatis called a
¢t cruise down the coast ” involves a long and tedious
voyage of six or seven thusahd miles there and back,
interspersed with calms, baflling winds, hurricanes,
and diminished rations, Destitute as Porto Praya is
of society—the population beiug all negro, with some
few nice cxceptions, of white Portuguesc—when a
ship has reached the southern limit of her cruise a
Loando, or Little 'ish Bay, in 15° south of the line,
all heaits on board are turned hopefully fowards
this island as the paradise of the African station.
Here, 15° north of the Liquator, vie hrealbe a fresher
atmosphere (though warm inJanuary) and recuperate |
on turkeys and tomatoes, eggs and vegetables, rich
ba:anas, aud the most gorgeous and delicious oranges
that was ever grodvn clsewhere. These things ef the
table nnd the appetite may appear confemptible to
you who are living on shore and have them within
daily reach; but we poor exiled wretches whose
bicod grow acrid on the “sall horse” and ¢ hard !
tack” of ship life, look forward {o a mouthful of fresh
food with a relish that the law of enmpensation only |
permits. From the grosser to the finer—from the
stomach to the heart @ It is here, at Porto Praya, the
exiles receive {hose chcrished mems yelept lelters
and newspapers fram home ! thal come wid England
once a month, but are frequently four months or half-
a-ycar ¢ii bcfere they veaeh the hand and heart for
which they were intended.

The great point of intelligence—the exchange of
opinign, and news and WNavy gossip, the social ren-
dezvous of the American oflicers, the centre of the
coast guards—is the resicence of Mr. Censul Monse,
who keeps ** cpen house” all the year round, at which
he Squadron arc not only welcowme, but show their
appreciation by a constunt 2njovient of Monse's hos-
pitality. The “table taik’ at Monse's, if served up
stencgraphically, would te rare, rich aud racy. As
Consul and Naval Storekeepcer in this fever-iaden at-
mosphere, Mosst is invaluable to the United States
Government, Ileis the only iive American that has
ever won acclimation here by iiterally living down
annoal fevers, famine and small-pox. On the whole
isiand there isnota Yankee living, save the uncon-.
querable Morse,  Loug may he wave !

We have late advices (rora the African Squadron,
The flog-ship Cumberiond seas lo have sailed on lhe |
25th for Goree, . v .t Ircm Cape de Verds, and
thence to Porte Grotw 'I'hie Marion, Capt, Brear—
the boldest and mest siziliful commander in the Squad-
ron—saiis on the 2rth for the Cengo River direct.
The Dale, ceaseless in her eruising, sailed on the 26tu
for Sicara Leone and Menrovia; expected to return
to Porto Praya in carly March., Licutenanis Daruas
and CamrBeLy have been defached {rom the Dale and
ordered io the Marion on duty, Midshipinan Me-
Dovoar transferred from Marion 1o Dale, Lieutenunt
WIinDss, cxecutive of the Dale.is to he transferred
to the Vincenaes nextmonth.  Healih of tire Squadron
geod,

Among thc uncontidered trifles that finat aboul the
ferecasile of @ man-of-war, ene cannot help ovserving
the tatfooed anmns, lunbs and bolics of the sailore. |
saw a man streiched upon the deck, with his breas:
all bare, and a big fellow, with no corepunction, but
with great energy, scwifving the flezh with five
needics tied together, with the prluts dipped in India
ik, and each wound in the skin abzorbiug enough of
tire {luid to refain a mark for life. The figure was
coniposed of the Goddess of Liverty, {he stars and
sthipes, a ship, &¢,  Honic hive a (este or the wielan:
chely, sud mark the arm with & menento mori—a
tombstone and weering-willow ; others for ithe vil-
lainous, and adopi the giliows, with a culsrit pendant.
Somse have doudle-henrts and love-arrows, and some
inciese in a wreatlt of rcses (he initials of a deserted,
vet boped-for, swectheart. Then there is the pat-
riotic tasie, with the Iiscutchicon of the Union, aud
a ship of-wer ready for a fighs. It is estirnated that,
at least, feur thousand personsin the Ugited Stutes
Navy, anrually, arc {aitooed, with figures costing‘
frowe seventy-five cents to fificen dollars, und showing
an annual expenditure in the aggrigale of twenty
tiousand dollars I A single “ artist” has beea known
to pocket over a thousand dollars in a cruise of a
fiigate in these senseless {ndia-ink prickings.

To give you an idea of the profusion of the Navy
sation’as 18sued to the enlisted raen of Uncle Sam’s
service, we will look into {he invoice of provisions
Jjust put on board a third-class sloop-of-waras a four
montks supply, In this bricf pericd a crew of one
hurdred and thirty menare expected {o consume
eicven thousand pounds cf biscuit, unctuated with
ix hundred pounds of bulier, made piquunt by over
five hundred pourds of cheese, moistened by « half
thousand ponnds of tea and ceflee, sweeicned with
twenty hurdred pounds of sugar ; to masticate eight
thousard pounds of salt beef, and (wo thousamd
pourds of rice ; toswallow six theusand pounds of
fat salt pork, couped with three hundred and fifty gal-
lons of bewrs, with an appetizer of a2 thoutaud pounds
of pickles and two hundred gallons of vinegar ; to
tuxuriate in @ desert of one theusand pounds of dried
apples and forty-four hundred pounds of flour, cooked
upinto a sea dish of very dyspeptic tendencies called
¢ duefly” rendered palatablel by two hundred gallens of
molasses, Then, for his post prandial smoke and quid
ihe sailor revels in eleven hundred pounds of tubue-
co, put up by Mavo, of Richinond, of exccilent qual-
ily—nct ** rigger-head” by 2uy means, In his bath
e uses Wrncngster's perfumed while s:di water
soap ; and, as condicais, he has pepper and mustard
w any cegree of heat hewny desire,  Last and worst,
and wiich should be aboiighed by the next Congress,
is the grog, or vile whisky, (o (he anwunt of four -
dred galiois, that he drinks according to Jaw,

As o the manners and curious havile of the Afri-
cans we mncet e the coast, lel your readers inforin
themselvesin Purser Bripae’s Journal of en African
Cruiser, 1815, Ithas Leen our vade mnecum in the tivo
vears c:uise just corapleicd, and I pledge you that it
it an absoinic dagusrreoiype of the eentsl, raoral,
physical, political and sceial condition of this western
ecge of a Continent so impenetrable to the white man
that it raust remain, as it has herctofore, 26 unsolvesld
enigma to the world.

(ry brig Julia
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