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‘The Chidester Stage Lines

By Matt Rothert, Sr.

The citizens of Camden found the stage lines
important part of their lives during the 1800"'s. The

famous overland stage lines from the stsissippi Riyer

went to California. The Butterfield and Holladay Lihes_:_;'

_are well known by historians to this day.
In the? 1840 s stage coaches carried mail and

passengers: from the southern half of the state into

camden. It was the head of navigation on the Ouachita
River from Néw Orleans, |
In the 1850 s a stage route was established érom
Camden to the Tittle settlement of Gaines Landing on ' the
Hississippl River where the big river boats could be
boarded, and from Camden to Hot Springs and Little Rock:
in central Atkansas. | | %
| The development of these stage lines was quickly
improved by "the arrival of Colonal John T. Chidester in
1857, ~ He wanted to extend stage coach operations from
Camden's ceqtral location to the.entire southwest. :
Born ié Cooperstown, New York on November 1,_1@18,
he operateh stage lines 1in Georgia, Alabaia éand
Mississippi; moving westward : with the advanceé of

rallroads iﬁ the east,.
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" the unrepaired roads and the 1aok of capital made'
”problems very diffzcult. | - o
ebuild

= In 1866 Colonel chxdester 'started to

3stage system in Arkansas.

hrkansas Gazette, September 25, 1866 stated.

. We are glad these [mail] contracts have been .
- taken by someone who will execute them in a

- manner | that will - afford . our people the
- convenience of regular . mails. - Colonel
" Chidestér has had much experience and  we

. believe he has the disposition, as well as the
. means, to fulfill his obligatlon. o

A tale was told that a Chidester stagecoach was h
“up by the famous bandit, Jesse James, near Gulpha Cr
~ on the Hot Sprlngs route.

this holdup, 'but a typical Jesse James affair would be

':'when his group of five horsemen, often wearing old army'

: overcoets, would ‘suddenly surround the coach
would shout at the driver, 'Stop, or we'll blow your h
off." i : -

"'Get out quick, was' the next stern order,

outside, three of the highwaymen stood in a row by
door, their pistols cocked
' with a shotgun and a £ifth was on the opposite 51de.

After ordering the
them fonn a circle and they began collectlng watct
“jewelry, and money from them.
leader completed the circle, he would ask if . any of

victims had;been in the Confederete Army.'

:.he f

An article in the Little Rock?

We do not have a record-
The lea

a fourth was off on the gide
passengers out, the outlaws made_:
es,

: As soon as the out

If any said he'

:hé?

eld -
cek
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The Ch1desier"ﬁome in Camden,' built 1n 184? wgs;;

. V{éplaced on the ‘National Register of Hxstoric Places idé

'"flgune 1971 fit'i‘iE' maintained with hf.i originél.i
'“f?rifurnishings, by the Ouachita County Historical Socieryi’_

’;?Eand is open to the | public._-f'

Old stage coach and railroad passes dated in }ihéflf
“?18803 were found in a dresser drawer in the Chideseer;:
7rohome, Hany oiher stage coach lines in the west, and eué&f
":fsome railroads, sent passes to Chidester in exchange Eorgf

rehls pass.' These very interesting re°°rds °f ‘these jégi;

.riiiihéé in°1Ud° lbhé. from ‘the Western Stage o CompanYrsé
- Hoperating 1n thirteen western states and terrltories;i;
eeiothers were from the North Louisiana Stage Companyi Ehéf;
IESteam 'Feffyboat "John -0verton é Connecting Hopefield;gé
__ArkanSas with Memphis;-the Great Western Railroadfﬁph??;g:
3.1¥1CKSburg, Shreveport and Pacific Rﬂilroad and one_bf?iéé

5f;hierbﬁnzpasses; 'Arkansas, Texas and Pacific Hail Co;?fff

V:CaMden}'Arkansas;'7




