Battery No. 35 before Petersburg 15th August 08 am 
Miss Ellen Dear Friend 
You ask me to write you, but I inferred to do so, hoping you have not forgotten your promise although jokingly made to write me. I trust clear I may have no worse than "Old Joe Mason" with whom you quarrel so much. I grant you the privilege of quarreling with me as much as you please but don't say that I may not do a little of it myself if reason require and you do not prove very good in writing. I had a very annoying and fatiguing trip to Richmond and tarried however by a few pleasant and some amusing incidents which I wish I could recount to you _____ which would lose their interest being written. I must confess that after parting with uncle Glenn at Macon I began to be very sad then realizing for the first time in it's full force how many dear interest I was leaving behind. I was a long time shaking off this feeling and even now when I recall and this is not seldom the many pleasant hours spent in the circle of relatives and friends of which you are so pleasant a member. I grow sad and can only content myself by the hope that the many wishes and prayers for my safe and speedy return to the scene and contributors of those pleasures may be answered and I believe that they will. I returned to find my friends in Richmond well and delighted to see me back. From Richmond I came on yesterday to camp and country to my fears found but few changes in our command. The loss has in my absence been remarkably small considering the many dangers the boys have gone through. My company is on the extreme right of our lines and as far as I can judge more pleasantly situated than most of the army. The enemy in our front is one mile off. Their lines here & ours not running parallel on our left (our works run at all angles) they are from 700 to 1000 yards distance. Their pickets and ours being not more than 100 or 200 yards apart about midway between the respective lines. You will see how fortunate we are when I tell you that about the centre their works and ours are not more than 80 to 100 yards apart. I find it terribly hot in our battery but the pressures of the men not being constant but required a few remain on the look-out in the fort while most of our company spend their time on our camp proper half a mile to the rear in a very pleasant grove. A third of the army is required every night to be digging and strengthening their works and mounting siege guns and in a short time Genl Beauregard can hold this position with his army and Genl Lee can with his, operate elsewhere. In fact most of Lee’s troops are already sent to the valley and exciting times are looked for there very shortly. Everybody is expecting Genl Lee to go into Pennsylvania again. Which trip I fear we will miss as but little artillery will be taken and the report says now belong to Genl Beauregard's army. I am giving you are what little details very interest for me but I fear will not be agreeable to you. I only mean to give you an idea of how encourging the situation is here in Virginia and if Hood only does his part and I think he will the war close with this year 
I have ordered be sent you from Richmond a new novel, entitled "Mistress & Maids." And although you don't read such works often I wish you would read and give me your opinion of this. I consider it the best work of fiction I have read during the war.  I know Miss Ellen that I have no ____________ on you but please write me and give me all the news of Aberdeen. You call yourself my friend ____________ friend’s part and by writing me good letters assist me in making my present _______________ life here more endurable and I shall be deeply grateful.  Remember me to friends _____________ member me as your fine friend ______________ .                                                                       
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